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Introduction:  

 

COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the world starting from the end of 2019 until today. According to the World 

Health Organization (WHO), COVID-19 is an infectious disease that causes mild to moderate respiratory illness 

and can be recovered without requiring special treatment. 283,324,665 cases and 903,991 deaths due to 

COVID-19 have been recognized since December 31st, 2019.  

 

However, not all nations are provided with the same aid and are causing differences in the treatment qualities. 

Statistically, impoverished populations retain a higher mortality rate despite fewer COVID-19 cases reported 

which indicates the lack of health services for populations in poverty. Though providing aid for COVID-19 has 

always been an ordeal for all nations, the number and quality of aid for poverty areas is significantly inadequate 

where nations own fewer hospital beds, fewer health workers, and less medical equipment.   

 

Governments of the western countries took the outspreading economic and developmental crisis into an account 

and started to provide aid packages to business owners, freelancers, and companies with needed supplies which 

is not accomplished in countries with developing and emerging economies. While wealthy population are able 

to combat the economic fallout effectively, especially in nations with majority of poverty population will 

experience hardship regulating recession caused by COVID-19. Impacts to nations that apply to the previously 

mentioned phrase “nations with majority of poverty population” is comparatively harsh because these nations 

rely on tourism as their majority income of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) which has imploded 

dramatically since the pandemic. 

  

United Nation warns the difference in the approaches that have been taken, leading to solemn worldwide 

COVID-19 crisis and should take this issue in account and establish potential solutions that wealth can endorse 

the populations in poverty by providing mutual aid which subsequently will lead to the avoidance of global 

recession and global poverty.  

 

 

Key Terms: 

 

COVID-19 

An infectious disease caused by a coronavirus (a type of virus), that usually cause fever, tiredness, cough, and 

breathing problems. In most cases, the disease is not serious, but it can lead to serve illness in others. 

(Cambridge Dictionary) 

 

Pandemic 

A disease existing in almost all of an area or in almost all of a group of people, animals, or plants. (Cambridge 

Dictionary) 

 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

A part of the United Nations that deals with major health issues around the world with a major goal of 

improving access to people in developing countries and in groups who do not ger good health care. (National 

Cancer Institute Dictionaries) 



DAISMUN  
 

Poverty 

The condition of being extremely poor. (Cambridge Dictionary) 

 

Recession 

A difficult time for the economy of a country, when there is less trade and industrial activity than usual, and 

more people are unemployed. (Oxford Leaner’s Dictionaries) 

 

Tourism 

The business activity connected with providing accommodation, services and entertainment for people who are 

visiting a place for pleasure. (Oxford Leaner’s Dictionaries) 

 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

The total value of all the goods and services produced by a country in one year. (Cambridge Dictionary) 

 

Mutual Aid 

A reciprocal aid or a voluntary reciprocal exchange of resources and services to fulfill the other’s basic survival 

needs with a shared understanding that the systems of one another. Provision of mutual aid projects represent 

the form of political participation in which people take responsibility for caring one another and changing 

political conditions. 

 

 

Major Parties Involved: 

 

WHO 

WHO is the major organization that has been showing effort to direct the situation of COVID-19 pandemic to 

finalizing state. In order to accomplish the goal of ending the situation of COVID-19, WHO has been calling 

upon to people who are willing to support the population are nations that are facing the issue of recession 

through WHO by initiating COVID-Solidity Response Fund for WHO.  

 

Aside from quarrying populations for help, WHO also has conducted multiple remarkable deeds such as 

shipping protective equipment for health workers to 133 countries, shipping 1.5 million test kits to 129 

countries, providing 13 multilingual courses in 27 languages that applies to approximately 3 million people, and 

publishing more than 130 documents and health advices for health workers, schools, and several workplaces. As 

a result, more than 100 countries participated solidarity trial supporting research for COVID-19. 

 

The World Bank 

The World Bank have supported over 100 developing countries (70% of the global population) by rapidly 

delivering aids in order to protect the poor and vulnerable population in countries and provide medical and 

economic supports. Disbursement for strengthening health system is underway on $20 million to Senegal and 

$35 million of Ghana, in order to increase the social protection, Uzbekistan has received $95 million and 

Tunisia has received $100 million of a financing packet. Moreover, The World Bank also supplied procuring 

medical equipment and supplies which Pakistan was the first consignment. 

 

With the cooperating with International Finance Cooperation, they have supported 1,200 transactions at 33 

countries for $1.4 billion which 51% taking apart in low-income and fragile countries. The World Bank pledge 

to make available $160 billion in grants to provide additional medical and financial support for over a year.  
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

The IMF was the first organization that approved the first emergency funding for an African Country, supplying 

109.4 million disbursement to Rwanda. On 13 April 2020 IMF enabled the 25 poor countries to receive more 

medical and financial resources for more than six months by relieving them from the immediate debt. 

 

G20 

G20 has been taking actions that is chiefly focused on proposal to international finance institutions and 

multilateral development banks, announcing emergency aiding to the developing countries suffering from 

COVID-19. As G20 stated that “consolidating Africa’s health defence is a key for the resilience of global 

health”, G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors officially released a G20 Action Plan-Supporting 

Economy Through the COVID-19 Pandemic and Debt Service Suspension Initiative for Poorest Countries 

which was one of the effective international supports that was implemented. 

 

  

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 

While global poverty is always rising as the major concern of the COVID-19 pandemic, several organization 

and UN have been internationally, and many countries has been domestically providing the best medical, 

financial, social, aid that they can afford. More specifically, in order to enable the world’s poorest countries to 

fight against COVID-19, the UN Secretary General António Guterres and the three senior officials launched a 

$2 billion global humanitarian response plan to fund those nations. 

 

 

Timeline: 

(Year) (Event) 

January 9th 2020 WHO announces coronavirus-related pneumonia in Wuhan, China. 

January 10-12th 

2020 

WHO published a comprehensive package of guidance documents for countries including 

disease commodity package. 

January 31st 

2020 

WHO issues Global Health Emergency 

March 9th 2020 The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board, an independent high-level body established by 

WHO and the World Band called for an immediate injection of $8 billion to support WHO 

to prioritize support efforts to the most vulnerable countries. 

March 11th 2020 WHO announced COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic. 

March 13th 2020 To help health workers on the front lines to do their life-saving work, treat patients, support 

poverty population, and advance research for treatments and vaccines, the UN Foundation 

and partners launched the COIVD-19 Solidarity Response Fund to receive donations from 

private individuals, corporations and institutions. 
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March 25th 2020 WHO Director-General, UN Secretary General, UN Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs and UNICEF Executive Director launched the UN Global 

Humanitarian Response Plan. 

March 30th 2020 2 million Individual items of protective gear including diagnostics, personal protective 

equipment, medical oxygen, ventilators, etc. shipped to 74 countries that. 

April 19th 2020 With the support from 14 humanitarian organizations, WHO established “a call to the donor 

community” to urgently support global emergency supply system. 

May 7th 2020 The UN launched an update to the Global Humanitarian Response Plan for $6.7 billion to 

minimize the most debilitating effects of the pandemic in 63 low and middle-income 

countries. 

June 4th 2020 WHO welcomed funding commitments made at the Global Vaccine Summit which is 

expected to help to maintain immunization in lower-income countries. 

July 15th 2020 75 countries have expressed interest in financing the vaccines from their own public finance 

budgets and partnering with up to 90 lower-income countries that could be supported 

through the COVAX Advance Market Commitment. 

July 17th 2020 The WHO Director-General and the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 

and marked the release of the updated Global Humanitarian Response Plan for COVID-19 

for $10.3 billion to fight virus in low-income and fragile countries.  

 

 

Possible solutions:  

 

The UN already has combating poverty as one of its top goals. In fact, the first sustainable development goal is 

to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere”. Thus, when looking at how the UN can help those impacted 

economically by the COVID-19 pandemic, one can maybe see how they can improve ongoing relief programs 

implemented by the UN or if entire new programs need to be made from scratch. For example, the Division for 

Social Policy and Development (DSPD) of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) which 

work within the system of the UN assist governments in public policy to eradicate poverty. However, with the 

COIVD-19 pandemic being such a consequential event, brand new programs by the UN may need to be 

implemented. That could come in the form of new organizations, COIV-19 specific economic advice, a stronger 

relocation of wealth and aid, etc. There are limitless ways for the UN to address this issue to varying degrees 

but it is important to first consider what the UN is already doing and if proposed solutions are feasible or within 

UN authority.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/
http://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.html
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