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Introduction:  

 

Underaged Perpetrators is a special criminal division as it concerns with a balance the immaturity nature of 

crime and social safety implications. To help judges decide on a reasonable and lawful punishment for juvenile 

offenders who commit crimes, violations of public security regulations and misdeeds that violate the code of 

ethics, legal measures of underaged perpetrate are an important part of maintaining social development and 

security. Statistics from many countries show that crime is to a large extent a group phenomenon. Between two 

thirds and three quarters of all crimes committed by young people are committed by members of gangs or 

groups. According to the OJJDP, police arrested 182 violent juvenile offenders per 100,000 adolescents in 

2012. The peak age of crime is between 15 and 19. FBI Uniform Crime Reports, 1994 has also shown that 

however, arrests of youths under eighteen years of age for violent crimes surged by seven percent. Id. The 

number of teenagers under eighteen arrested for murder has risen over one hundred fifty percent from 1985 to 

1994. Id. Statistical data in many countries show that between two-thirds and three-quarters of all offences 

committed by young people are committed by members of gangs or groups. Furthermore, legal measures of 

underaged perpetrate are far from perfection, including improper trials. According to data on crimes registered 

by the police, more than 80 percent of all violent incidents are not reported by victims. Information about 

victims allows conclusions to be drawn about the offenders as well. Underaged perpetrators seriously affect the 

physical and mental health of adolescents and social justice. Despite the adoption of numerous UN resolutions 

on the issue, the rate of underaged perpetrate is still rising, so it is vital that delegates adopt their own national 

positions in addressing the problem and develop effective, pragmatic and well-thought-out resolutions. 

 

Key Terms: 

 

Underaged Perpetrators 

Underaged perpetrators is the participation by a minor child, usually between the ages of 10 and 17, in illegal 

activities. (Legal Dictionary) 

 

Adolescent 

Adolescence is the phase of life between childhood and adulthood, from ages 10 to 19. It is a unique stage of 

human development and an important time for laying the foundations of good health. (World Health 

Organization) 

 

Social Justice 

Social justice is a political and philosophical theory which are dimensions to the concept of justice beyond those 

embodied in the principles of civil or criminal law, economic supply and demand, or traditional moral 

frameworks. (Investopedia Dictionary) 

 

Human Rights 

Basic rights of humans that ensures everyone is treated equally in humane ways, especially by their 

government. (Oxford Dictionary) 

 

History:  
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This section lists some of the major cases of underaged perpetrator of which happened recently, however, it’s 

highly encouraged for delegates to do further research accordingly.  

Evan Miller 

A juvenile found guilty for the murder of his mother's drug dealer Cole Cannon. He was 14 at the time of the 

crime. Miller received a mandatory sentence of life without the possibility of parole, which he subsequently 

challenged as a cruel and unusual punishment. The Supreme Court accepted his case on appeal, and in Miller v. 

Alabama (2012) struck down mandatory life without parole for juvenile homicide offenders as unconstitutional. 

Although juvenile life without parole for homicide remained generally permissible, the court required that it be 

applied on a case-specific basis, allowing a judge or jury to consider such mitigating circumstances as the 

juvenile's age, family and home environment, and potential for rehabilitation before delivering the sentence. 

 

Furman v. Georgia 

"Death is different" was first espoused in court. Furman spurred a nationwide de facto moratorium on the death 

penalty and marked the first of a series of cases establishing that death was constitutionally distinct from other 

punishments. Although the court reaffirmed the constitutionality of capital sentencing four years later in Gregg 

v. Georgia (1976), the court's subsequent rulings limited its scope by establishing legal protections previously 

absent from death penalty statutes. For example, the court also established categorical bans on the death 

penalty. The court applied categorical proportionality review — the process of determining whether a given 

punishment is constitutionally excessive for certain crimes or classes of offenders — to find the death penalty 

unconstitutional as a punishment for the rape of an adult woman (Coker v. Georgia, 1977). The court likewise 

invoked proportionality review to invalidate the execution of juvenile offenders, largely in recognition of their 

lessened criminal culpability. 

 

Matthew Grottalio 

Matthew Grottalio and his brother sexually assaulted their 8-year-old sister. "None of us knew what we were 

doing," he says, and he quickly forgets it. But in 1998, his sister's teacher found out and alerted the authorities. 

So, a few weeks after his 11th birthday, Matthew Grottalio was regularly handcuffed outside his fifth-grade 

classroom. Because Matthew, Matthew's brother and his parents agreed to plead guilty in exchange for two 

years of probation, he spent time in a foster home. When he returned to his family, they were shocked to find 

that they had been listed on the Texas sex offender registry for 10 years, when Matthew was 13. When 

neighbors learned of the incident, they threw Molotov cocktails at their home and shot and killed the family 

dog. The local newspaper even listed his name as "Monsters" alongside the local adult sex offenders. By 2011, 

the 10-year list had ended, but Internet searches still showed him on the list -- and still do. To make matters 

worse, his parole included restrictions on serial child rapists. He was banned from having any contact with 

anyone under the age of 17 without supervision and without permission, including, of course, his sister, who 

was an adult at the time, and the children of a married woman in 2013. Any contact with her sister, who was 

then an adult, was also prohibited. (She said she never considered him a threat.) He was also banned from 

having contact with the children of the woman he married in 2013. Until he passed a sexual assault test, even 

his contact with the couple's co-born child was in doubt. Even contact with the baby the couple had together 

was in limbo until he passed a sex offender evaluation. 

 

Roper vs. Simmons 

In 1993, Christopher Simmons was sentenced to death at the age of 17. A series of appeals in state and federal 

courts continued until 2002, but each was dismissed. Then, in 2002, the Missouri Supreme Court upheld 

Simon's death sentence in Atkins v. Virginia, a case before the United States Supreme Court. Atkins v. Virginia 

is a case dealing with the execution of people with intellectual disabilities. The United States Supreme Court 

ruled that enforcement of the mentally handicapped (or "mentally handicapped" in its dialect) violates the 

Eighth and 14th Amendments prohibiting cruel and unusual punishment. Most Americans do not consider the 
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execution of minors cruel or unusual. A Court in Missouri found that the national opinion had changed. After 

finding that a majority of Americans now oppose the execution of minors, the Supreme Court held that such 

executions were now unconstitutional. Appealing to the United States Supreme Court, the administration argued 

that allowing state courts to overturn Supreme Court decisions that could prohibit the death penalty from being 

imposed by the Supreme Court (such as the execution of mentally ill people in Atkins v. Virginia) would now 

allow conversion of the faith of the American people. 

 

The Englewood Mafia 

The Englewood Mafia is a small gang of teenagers from the Five Points area of Denver located in the suburb of 

Englewood. The gang recruits mainly teenagers and is known for wearing blue clothes, blue LA hats and 

bandannas. The gang was influenced by the Criminal gang of the 1930s in Denver's Rollins. Police didn't 

discover the gang until late 2017. The gang is closely linked to the 303 Mafia, a label and drug gang also based 

in the Englewood area. The gang is known for frequenting Lakeview park, and its members do not wear 

uniform colors. Los Angeles' 18th Street gang reportedly has a large presence in Denver because they moved 

there to avoid probation problems in Southern California. Other nationally recognized street gangs in Denver 

include The Rollin' 30 in East Denver and the Inca Boys in the Southwest. Denver's gang activity has expanded 

to neighboring areas such as Aurora, Mall City, Edgewater, Lakewood, Sheridan, Mountain View, Twin Lakes, 

Sherewood, Thornton, Union Heights, and Englewood. 

 

Major Parties Involved: 

 

CWLA 

CWLA established the Juvenile Justice Division in July 2000, through a grant award from the John D. and 

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The objective of the award included supporting the education of CWLA 

members [and other public and private youth serving agencies and organizations] on the connections between 

the child welfare and juvenile justice systems and the need for an integrated approach to programs and services. 

With credible research increasingly confirming the undeniable connection between child maltreatment, 

underaged perpetrators, and a variety of other associated negative outcomes, this work is of critical importance. 

It is through this focus that the CWLA Juvenile Justice Division will achieve the goal of reducing the incidence 

of underaged perpetrators nationwide and reducing the reliance on incarceration for accused or adjudicated 

delinquent youth. 

 

CJCA 

The Council of Juvenile Correctional Administrators (CJCA) is a national non-profit organization, formed in 

1994 to improve local juvenile correctional services, programs and practices so the youths within the systems 

succeed when they return to the community and to provide national leadership and leadership development for 

the individuals responsible for the systems. CJCA represents the youth correctional CEOs in 50 states, Puerto 

Rico and major metropolitan counties. 

 

United Nations 

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945.  It is currently made up of 193 Member 

States.  The mission and work of the United Nations are guided by the purposes and principles contained in its 

founding Charter. 

 

UNICEF 

UNICEF works in the world’s toughest places to reach the most disadvantaged children and adolescents – and 

to protect the rights of every child, everywhere. Across more than 190 countries and territories, we do whatever 

it takes to help children survive, thrive and fulfill their potential, from early childhood through adolescence. The 
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world’s largest provider of vaccines, we support child health and nutrition, safe water and sanitation, quality 

education and skill building, HIV prevention and treatment for mothers and babies, and the protection of 

children and adolescents from violence and exploitation. 

 

Problems Raised: 

 

Impact of Underaged perpetrators 

A large number of studies have explored the influence of family structure on families. The vast majority of 

studies have found significant increases in reported crime levels among adolescents from broken homes. For 

example, in a longitudinal study of 411 men living in south London, Juby and Farrington (2001) found that 75 

boys living in an incomplete environment had a higher rate of delinquency than boys living in a complete 

family. In addition, Price and Kunz (2003) conducted a meta-analysis involving 72 studies involving divorce 

and underaged perpetrators. The results showed that children from divorced families had higher rates of crime 

(identity crimes, crimes against people, felony theft, general crimes, smoking and drug use) than children from 

intact families, with the exception of alcoholics. This is common among children of divorced parents, which 

increases the risk of underaged perpetrators. 

 

Importance of underaged perpetrators 

Underaged perpetrator is a major problem all over the world. Statistics show that the annual juvenile crime rate 

increased in the 1990s almost everywhere in the world. The World Youth Report (2003) is a comprehensive 

document describing the number of juvenile crimes around the world, which shows that children in particularly 

different circumstances are estimated to have reached between 80 million and 150 million people between 1992 

and 2000. Police research and development provided information on the arrest of children. Of the 190,567 

children arrested in India, 95,288 were under the age of 12. They were arrested for a series of crimes. From 

burglary to burglary, robbery, murder, even rape. According to section 27 of the Juvenile Act, the age at which 

a juvenile is convicted of a crime is less than 16 years of age. If a juvenile offender is brought before a judge for 

the first time, he/she should not be brought before a judge over the age of 16. The death penalty shall not be 

imposed, or life imprisonment imposed on any person who appears or is appearing on that date. Where 

proceedings are instituted under the age of 16, they may be tried by the Court by the Chief Judicial Magistrate 

or by any child act 1960 (60 of 1960) specifically authorized by any court 

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue: 

 

Since the first case of underaged perpetrators, the United Nations, non-governmental organizations and 

governmental organizations have been working to establish solutions to solve and prevent further crimes. 

Solutions such as the Problem of "the Declaration on the Rights of the Child". which recognizes that children 

need special legal protections because of their immaturity. The United States ratifies. On 20 November 1959, 

the Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted unanimously by all 78 Member States of the United 

Nations General Assembly in Resolution 1386 (XIV). In order to solve and prevent the juvenile to have the idea 

of crime. Organizations such as CWLA, CJCA, THE UN and UNICEF, and many others, are also contributing 

to the problem at the national or international level. In the past, it is not only the United States that has had an 

obvious underaged perpetrator problem. Many children in other countries, such as Germany, also commit 

crimes to varying degrees. However, despite attempts to tackle the problem, statistics show that underaged 

preparators has not decreased, and the issue remains a contentious one globally. 

 

Timeline: 

(Year) (Event) 
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June 5, 1601 The Poor Act of 1601- provided for involuntary separation of children from impoverished 

parents, and these children were then placed in bondage to local residents as apprentices. 

[The statute was] based on the belief that the state has a primary interest in the welfare of 

children and the right to ensure such welfare” (Cox, 2007). 

January 1, 1825 The House of Refuge opened- in 1825 and was the first privately managed juvenile 

reformatory in the nation. It was a place to separately house juveniles from adults (Roth, 

2011, pp. 130-131). “A large part of an inmate's daily schedule was devoted to supervised 

labor, which was regarded as beneficial to education and discipline. Inmate labor also 

supported operating expenses for the reformatory. 

January 5, 1817 Prevention of Pauperism of New York- “The Society for the Prevention of Pauperism of 

New York… [was] the first group… [in 1817] to call attention to neglected children between 

the ages of 10 and 18” (Roth, 2011, p. 130). The group wanted to eliminate the specific cause 

of poverty in New York City. Therefore, it was their first attempt in creating a reformatory 

(New York Society for the Prevention of Pauperism, 2011). 

January, 8,1899 Juvenile Court Act- “In 1899, Illinois approved the passage of the Juvenile Court Act, 

establishing the first comprehensive system of juvenile justice…and [gave] the momentum 

to the development of the modern juvenile justice system” (Roth, 2011, pp. 180-181). It was 

the well-educated women of the middle and upper classes who, during the child-saving 

movement, provided the force behind the development of the separate court system. This 

allowed for children under the age of 16 to be tried as a juvenile instead of adults. 

1959 The United Nations adopts the Declaration on the Rights of the Child- which recognizes 

that children need special legal protections because of their immaturity. The United States 

ratifies. 

1966 The United Nations adopts the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights- 

which requires that members emphasize rehabilitation over punishment for juvenile 

offenders. 

May 15, 1967 In re Gault of 1967- In re Gault of 1967, “…the Supreme Court affirmed the necessity of 

requiring juvenile’s courts to respect due process of juveniles during their proceedings”. This 

gave the individuals the right to receive a fair treatment under the law of minors. With many 

rights, including the right to receive legal counsel. (Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, 2012) 

January 20, 

1970 

The Winship Case- “[T]he U.S. Supreme Court continued the trend toward requiring due 

process rights for juveniles. In 1970, in the Winship case, the Court decided that in juvenile 

court proceedings involving delinquency, the standard of proof for conviction should be the 

same as that for adults in criminal court—proof beyond a reasonable doubt” (Cox, 2007). 

June 5, 1974 Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act- In 1974, the Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention Act was passed in order to explore organizations focusing on better 

opportunities for juveniles. “[It]… is the principal federal program through which the federal 

government sets standards for juvenile justice systems at the state and local levels, providing 

direct funding for states, research, training and technical assistance, and evaluation” (Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act). 
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June 5, 1988 Violating the Eighth Amendment- In 1988, the courts ruled that executing an individual 

under the age of 16 violated the Eighth Amendment. It was seen as cruel and unusual 

punishment, therefore, the jury of the Supreme Court had to consider the age of the offender 

rather to impose the death penalty or not (Roth, 2011). 

June 5, 1994 Zero Tolerance Policy- The zero-tolerance policy in schools was first represented in 1994. 

The policy is made to promote concerns and prevent the possession of the use of drugs or 

weapons on the grounds of a school. Therefore, the one who possess the item will be banned 

from the item and punished. The policy is to stop drug abuse and violence in schools 

(Education, 2011). 

March 1,2005 Roper vs. Simmons- The case of Roper verses Simmons in 2005 was the decision of the 

Supreme Court that it is unconstitutional to impose capital punishment for crimes when 

under the age of 18. It abolished the juvenile death penalty and sentenced them to a youth 

offender system or to an adult prison (Bartollas & Miller, 2011, p. 153). 

2001 Under Section 258 of the Children Act 2001- an offence committed by a child under the 

age of 18, for which they have been found guilty, can be automatically expunged from the 

record as if never committed, once certain conditions are met. 

May 18, 2010 Juvenile Offenders Sentenced to Life- As of 2010, the Supreme Court holds that “[j]uvenile 

[offenders] may not be sentenced to life in prison without parole… [unless they are found 

guilty of homicide] (Barnes, 2010). It is said that the punishment violates the Eighth 

Amendment protection against cruel and unusual punishment. Also, “… that young offender 

must be treated differently from adults even for heinous crimes” (Barnes, 2010). 

 

Possible solutions:  

It’s highly encouraged for delegates to do additional research from sources such as the U.N., government 

officials, news resources, and the UNICEF to best prepare for the conference. Additional questions to consider 

include: 

 

- What laws/ regulations can be established to balance between adolescent care and social justice? 

- What can be done to ensure underaged perpetrators are reasonably punished? 

- What can member states do at a national and international level to ensure the human rights of the 

underaged? 

- Reducing the age of criminal majority. 

- Increasing the rate at which underaged are transferred. 

Education in this topic is vital to decrease in juvenile offender. Delegate must keep in mind that education, not 

punishment, is the core to juvenile influences. Financial aspects such as gambling, drug addiction, and poverty 

should also be taken into account as incentives to participate in crime. Solutions should also target criminal 

organizations’ recruitment of juvenile offenders. Possible solutions may include proper investigation, rescue 

missions, child rehabilitation, and further education and reintegration into the society. Judicial system reforms 

should also be taken into account as it pertains to the topic as a legal basis. While ensuring the protection of 

human rights, it’s critical to consider potential social impacts and social safety when establishing proper 

punishments at the same time. Considering the multi-faceted implications in this issue, delegates are strongly 
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suggested to research and elaborate upon previous U.N. resolutions regarding this matter to develop a more 

efficient resolution as despite the many solutions already made to solve this issue.  
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